October 18, 2005

Town Board Minutes

A Regular Meeting of the Cortlandt Town Board was conducted on Tuesday, October 18, 2005 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, One Heady Street, Cortlandt, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:




LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor




JOSEPH D. CERRETO

Councilmember




FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember




ANN LINDAU


Councilmember




JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember

Also present:

JO-ANN DYCKMAN

Town Clerk




THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney




GLENN CESTARO


Comptroller




EDWARD VERGANO

Director, DOTS




ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER
Asst. Director, DOTS




KATHLEEN BURLESON 

Director, DES




JEFF TKACS


DES/Safety & Sec. Coor.




CLAUDIA VAHEY


Human Res. Director



CATHERINE MASTRACCHIO
Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *       

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *      
PLEDGE to the FLAG

Councilmember Cerreto led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS

On November 11 at 12:30 p.m. there will be a ceremony held at Town Hall commemorating Veterans’ Day.  Councilmember Cerreto is honorary chairman of the Veterans’ Committee;  Fremont Reif serves as chairman.
* *
Jeff Tkacs was selected by the American Red Cross to go to Louisiana to help Hurricane Katrina victims.  Supervisor Puglisi congratulated Jeff for being selected as an individual and, also, representing the Town of Cortlandt.  She said  the Town applauds him for going to Louisiana and helping out the people who so desperately need it.

Jeff Tkacs gave a brief overview of the American Red Cross and its staff in conjunction with its work relative to Hurricane Katrina.  He said his specific assignment was in the Red Cross headquarters of operation in Baton Rouge providing Red Cross orientation and other operation supervisory training for the incoming volunteers.  Thirty percent of Jeff’s time was spent traveling to other sites, including New Orleans, to assist with further on-site supervisory training in evacuee shelters, both distribution sites as the re-population of certain New Orleans’ zip codes continues.  Jeff said it was a very rewarding on a personal/professional level and he’s grateful for having had the opportunity.
* * 
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)
Supervisor Puglisi introduced Stuart Hanson, District Director of Physical Education, Health and Athletics for the Lakeland Central School District, who will serve as a liaison to the Town government
* *
Councilwoman Ann Lindau joined the Supervisor at the podium to assist in awarding the Employee of the Quarter.  This quarter’s award went to Wayne Stubbs, a mechanic in the Town Sanitation Department.  Supervisor Puglisi lauded Wayne for his work ethic of being a loyal, hard working employee.
K. Burleson, Wayne’s department head, told some anecdotes relating to Wayne’s tenure with the Town and Councilwoman Lindau read a proclamation honoring him.
* *  

On November 5th at 10 am, the Town will be dedicating a new playground on Croton Avenue.  It was paid for by the developer of Cortlandt Ridge Estates and will be open to the entire community.  There is a basketball court, tennis courts and a playground for the children.
* *    

Also on November 4th there will be a re-dedication of the Old Pond Park playground on Eighth Street, Verplanck.  The recent fire damage sustained to equipment has been either repaired or the piece was replaced, as required.
* *   

On October 29th there will be the groundbreaking of two new recreational fields, one a youth baseball field at Sprout Brook Park and the other will be a soccer, all-purpose field at Sprout Brook Park also.
* * * * * * * * * * *
ROLL CALL
On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their attendance.

* * * * * * * * * * 

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember John Sloan said he had been a part of the second Homeland Security Conference that had been organized by Supervisor Puglisi and Jeff Tkacs.  Representatives from Entergy, Con Edison, SEMO, the State and local police departments, fire departments, Hendrick Hudson School District Superintendent as well as a number of other people.  This underscores the fact that it’s really worthwhile to talk amongst ourselves, in light of Katrina and Rita, in light of responding to disasters.  
Councilman Sloan said this meeting followed on the heels of earlier advice to get to know the personalities of the people who will be involved in a local response to disaster.
The Town is going to be dealing more frequently with homeland security in the future.  There are more things to be done considering our proximity to Indian Point.  It’s been three years since the Witt Report pointed out numerous shortcomings and made recommendations regarding the evacuation plan.
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
Councilman Sloan reported having taken a tour of Jacobs Hill with regard to the affordable housing that’s being constructed.  It’s nicely done and he was impressed by the fact that most of the homes have tremendous views.  He congratulated those people who were fortunate enough to win the lottery.
He referred to what he said was a “nasty rumor” going around last week that the Town Board secretly voted to enact a drought emergency.  He said the Town Board did not do that and it had nothing to do with the”biblical” rains we experienced.

* * * * * * * * * *

Councilman Frank Farrell said he was delighted to make the acquaintance of  Mr. Hanson and is pleased that the Lakeland School District and Town of Cortlandt will be developing a stronger bond and working together for their mutual constituents.            

Commenting on the Employee of the Quarter, Councilman Farrell said it’s the jobs that employees do that makes Town officials look “good” and that the Town could not be operated the way we do without these employees.

An item is on the agenda involving the reclamation of the Verplanck playground that had been used by the Town as a dump in the 1950’s and 1960’s.  There has become available to us a very inexpensive material that can be used on this site.  It probably can’t be used for at least a year, but we’re going to obtain it now at a very low price and stockpile it for the future.  By doing this we expect to save approximately $300,000.  He thanked Ed Vergano for recognizing this opportunity and bringing it to the board’s attention.
* *   

Councilmember Joe Cerreto said everyone knows that the Town has been working diligently in an attempt to stop the roll back of services at the FDR Hospital in Montrose.  We’ve also been trying to be more involved in the reuse of the facility.  With the help of Congresswoman Sue Kelly, the Supervisor and Councilman Cerreto had the opportunity to meet with Secretary of the Veterans’ Administration Nicholson and his staff.  Senator Liebell also attended the meeting.  Everyone had the opportunity to speak to the secretary and explain how important it is to this community to keep the VA services at an appropriate and significant level for the veterans of the Town.  A number of issues were covered and for the first time we had the ear of someone who is in a position to make a decision.
* *      

Councilmember Ann Lindau reminded everyone that this Saturday, October 23rd from 1pm to 3 pm, there’s going to be a celebration at the Croton Dam.  In the event of rain it will be held at Croton Library.  Refreshments will be served.

She thanked Mr. Hanson for attending and said the Town Board really likes partnerships; that it makes everyone’s job easier and less expensive when we perform certain projects as a team.
Councilwoman Lindau congratulated Mr. Stubbs and all the other workers that we have, saying that without them the Town would not function and she can’t emphasize enough how important they are to making the Town a success.
* * * * *
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
Supervisor Puglisi then introduced New York State Senator Vincent Liebell and New York State Assemblywoman Sandra Galef.

Senator Liebell discussed some of the issues that he felt were important to his constituents.  One of the key issues is to reform the process in Albany.  There were many positive things that were done this year in terms of the legislative process itself.  Committee operation was changed and he gave a brief overview of these changes saying one of the end results is that a lot was accomplished through this more effective and efficient operation.  

The budget came in on time this year for the first time in many, many years and through changes being made an on-time budget presentation in the future should not be an aberration, but will be normal.
Constitutional reform is on the ballot in November.  In the past, constitutional amendments have been very difficult to get through, but now the ballot is easily read.  It is of great importance that this amendment be adopted since it will go a long way towards addressing the problems we’ve seen in the past.

* * * * * 
Assemblywoman S. Galef said she appreciates that following their July press conference in the Town  regarding the first year passage of budget reform that the Cortlandt Town Board adopted a resolution supporting the first year passage.  This year they need the “second year passage.”
The proposition on this year’s ballot is all about adopting last year’s budget if it is not prepared on time.
Assemblywoman Galef went over the budget schedule for New York State as well as budget fund balances.

An independent budget office will be established between the Senate and the Assembly.

There is great support for Proposition #1 from the League of Women Voters, Common Cause and other good government groups that are very involved in Albany activity.
We need to make the change and now is a good opportunity.

If approved it will go into effect on January 1st.

Councilmember Farrell noted that the Bear Mountain Parkway is in a very bad state, in need of repaving and perhaps, a barrier installed down the center.  He asked that the State legislators contact the appropriate departments to look into this matter.

* * * * * * * * * *    

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 20, 2005 and the Special Meeting of September 26, 2005 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion and all voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *     

PUBLIC HEARINGS

None
* * * * * * * * * *    
-4-

October 18, 2005

Town Board Minutes

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

None.
* * * * * * * * * *       
BID REPORTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * * 
REPORTS

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:
August, 2005   -     DES/Office of the Aging, DOTS/Water Division.

September, 2005 –Purchasing Department, DOTS/Water Division, DES/Office for 



       the Aging, Receiver of Taxes, Town Justices and Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *   
OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:
Reports from DES regarding Priscilla Court paving and handicapped parking on Lexington Avenue and High Street.

* *    

Letter from Verplanck Residents’ Association pertaining to trailer park issues. AMENDED to include “and be referred to the Law Department and DOTS/Code Enforcement.”
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

                                                         * * * * * * * * * *     

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed and referred to the appropriate departments.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.

Letter from Dawn Farmer with respect to damage caused by truck traffic on Dogwood Road and refer to DES.
* *

Letter from residents of Highland Drive and Heath Terrace thanking the Town for their efforts to clean up a fish kill at Spy Pond and requesting a restocking of grass carp and an aerator.  Refer, also, to DOTS and DES.

* *
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)
Letter from Jean F. Saint-Fleur requesting a parcel on Hollowbrook Court West be returned to the Westchester County Sewer District.  Forward, also, to Westchester County for their consideration.
Discussion:   Supervisor Puglisi noted that all reports received by the Town Board are available for perusal in the Office of the Town Clerk.  They’re referred to the appropriate departments after receipt from a resident.  When the response is back from the department heads, the Town Board acts accordingly.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE 

* * * * * * * * * *   

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the original copy of this document.)

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO.  332-05 – RE:  Appointment to fill a vacancy in the Receiver of Taxes office.
Discussion:  This new appointee was not in attendance, but Supervisor Puglisi said he had gone through the interview process of the position which had been advertised and the Town Board was delighted with his appointment.

                                                                     * *   

RESOLUTION NO.  333-05 – RE:  Authorize a contract for purchase and installation of a generator for use at the Town Community Center.
* * 

RESOLUTION NO.  334-05 – RE:  Authorize a three (3) year extension to the Teamsters’ Labor Agreement retroactive to January 1, 2005.
* *  


REMOVED from agenda:   Authorize a license agreement with Historic Rivertowns.

* *    


RESOLUTION NO. 335-05 – RE:  Award a request for proposals for a small parking lot located on Doris Lee Drive with respect to Estuary Grant Funds.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * 
Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted and amended as indicated, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO. 336-05 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute a contract with New York State for grant funds for repairs at Charles Cook Pool.
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 337-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to apply for New York State grant funds to perform a tree inventory.

* *   
RESOLUTION NO. 338-05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to solicit proposals for surveying service on Chester Court.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO.  339-05 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 320-05 with respect to emergency repairs to the Eighth Street playground.
* * 


RESOLUTION NO.  340-05 – RE: Removal of a retaining wall adjacent to Croton Avenue on an emergency basis for public safety.  AMENDED to “Authorize an evaluation with regard to its reconstruction.”  

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 341-05 – RE:  Authorize requests for proposals for DARE services for local elementary schools.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 342-05 – RE:  Authorize the Purchasing Director to seek grant funds from the New York State Archives Program for upgrades in the Recreation Registration Program and Disaster Recovery Program.

* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 343-05 – RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with New York State DOT for Snow and Ice Agreements. 

* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 344-05 – RE:  Authorize settlement of a tax certiorari (no refund) for property owned by Con Edison known as Section 43.14, Block 2, Lot 1.
* *

RESOLUTION NO. 345-05 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for the December 5, 2005 Town Board meeting to consider the 2006 Preliminary Budget.
* *
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO. 346-05 – RE:  Authorize reduction of security from $475,000 to $150,000 for Emery Ridge in accordance with Planning Board recommendations.

There was no discussion.  All present voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *  
ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Lindau moved the following items be added to the agenda, that the appropriate documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.

Correspondence:

Updated report from the Department of Technical Services on the affordable housing lottery.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said that Assemblywoman Galef, County Executive Spano, and Councilwoman Lindau were present with her when the winning names of the Jacobs Hill apartment lottery were read.  There were one hundred and two (102) apartments involved and the overwhelming majority was won by Town of Cortlandt residents.
* *

Report from DES on requests for proposals for cleaning services.

* *

Report from DES on Dutch Street traffic issues.

* *


Report from DES on the blinking light on Westbrook Drive.
* *

Report from DES on the stop sign request at Chardonnay Road.
RESOLUTION NO. 347-05 – RE:  Amend V. & T. Code for the installation of a “stop” sign and a “no outlet” sign at the intersection of Forest Avenue and Chardonnay Road.
* *

Various reports from the Traffic Safety Committee.
* *     

Receive and file a proposed New York State bill co-sponsored by Assemblywoman                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Sandra Galef and Senator Vincent Leibell with respect to a Bill of Rights for condominium owners.  Refer, also, to the Law Department.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *   
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Resolutions:

RESOLUTION NO. 348-05 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 289-05 with respect to storm drain markers.
* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 349-05 – RE: Authorize obtaining fill in preparation for the Lake Meahagh reclamation project.
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *   
BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.

* * * * * * * * * * 

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS
None.

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES
                                                          * * * * * * * * * *   

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)
None.

* * * * * * * * * * * 

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Sloan moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:25 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.  All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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